
 

 
 

Le	  llaman	  COPLA	  

 
IT	  MANAGES	  TO	  RAISE	  THE	  GENRE	  COPLA,	  
UPHOLDING	  THE	  ESSENCE	  AND	  MOVING	  IT	  

TO	  THE	  ACTUAL	  AUDIENCE	  
	  

	  

	  
Best	  Musical	  Actress	  Nominee	  

 
“A small format wonder with big achievements” 

Toni Mata, Regió 7 
 

“Lots of sensitivity, genuine emotion , and what a great job with 
the musical arrangements” 

Santiago Fondevila, Time Out 
 

“Now is the moment for “wearing jeans COPLA”. Don’t miss 
this wonderful proposal” 

Ramon Oliver, Què fem? 
 

“A wealth of actoral generosity” 
Jordi Bordes, El Punt Avui 



 
 

 
 

 
Cast	  &	  Crew	  

 
Singers & Dancers 

Elia Corral 
Gracia Fernández  

Nacho Melús 
Ona Pla 

Marc Vilavella 
 

Musicians 
Oriol Mula (Flauta), Laia Martí (Viola) & Gerard Alonso (Piano) 

 
Musical Arrangements 

Marc Sambola & Gerard Alonso  
 

Choreography 
Nacho Melús, Marc Vilavella & Ariadna Peya 

 
Lighting 

Sergi Cervera 
 

Sound Design 
Josep Sánchez-Rico 

 
Image 

OnOff Factory 
 

Photography 
Clara Bes 
Jordi Biel 

 
Executive Producer 

Miquel Agell 
 

Production 
La Barni Teatre  

 Lazzigags Produccions 
 

Musical Director 
Marc Sambola 

 
Dramatist & Stage Director 

Marc Vilavella 



 
 

 
 

	  
	  

Le	  llaman	  copla	  –	  Repertoire	  
	  

Proclamación	  de	  la	  Copla	  

Soltera	  Yo	  No	  Me	  Quedo	  

Pena,	  Penita,	  Pena	  

Mi	  Niña	  Lola	  

La	  Parrala	  

Que	  No	  Daría	  Yo	  

Medley	  Lorca	  

Punto	  en	  Boca	  

S.O.S	  

Tatuaje	  

La	  Bien	  Pagá	  

Las	  Cositas	  del	  Querer	  

A	  Ciegas	  

La	  Vaselina	  

Maruja	  Limón	  

Te	  Lo	  Juro	  Yo	  



 
 

 
 

“Copla	  in	  jeans”	  
	  
Le Llaman Copla* presents a staged concert of some of the gems of Spain’s musical and artistic 
tradition, without duplicity or artifice. Their manner is simple and direct, with only the music, the 
lyrics and the voice, with the single goal of communicating the value of this genre to the audience. 
The songs that make up this concert are unique and resound with the echoes of the composers 
and artists who created them. La Barni Teatre now wants to share this treasure from their point of 
view, joining those artists who revive traditional popular music for new generations from a different 
perspective. 
 
The staging of this concert is the result of the desire to reclaim this musical genre and to bring to 
light some of the icons of time gone by. Musically, Le Llaman Copla shuns any preconceived 
notions of time or politics and understands music for what it is: music. We make no political claims 
nor is it our intention to relive the past. Many of the copla lyrics deal with universal themes which 

are still valid today; we understand that just 
as they affected Spanish society decades 
ago, these songs have the power to reach 
today’s audience with the same intensity. 
 
La Barni Teatre has rearranged the songs 
and so passed them through their own 
contemporary filter. Their wish is not to 
recreate music from the past with the idea of 
musical archeology, but rather to give free 
rein to their creativity, experience and 
musical influences to create music which is 
more recognizable to today’s audience. 
 
Neither the arrangements of Gerard Alonso 
nor those of Marc Sambola mean to reflect 
lessons of what the copla should be today, 
but rather aim to make this music accessible 
to any audience from a basis of total honesty. 

 
Therefore, this staged concert, with nods to modern music, jazz and even pop music, makes no 
excuses for itself. We understand copla as a “standard”, but in fact, much more valuable because 
it forms part of our culture, with a capital “C”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*copla – form of popular Spanish song which arose in the 1940’s; often sung in cabarets and included songs with double entendre. 



 
 

 
 

The	  Staging	  
 
This production is minimally staged with the goal of offering the songs in their simplicity without 
added staging. The songs are performed using contemporary techniques of voice and 
interpretation, and include a dose of theater. Apart from the iconic object that each singer identifies 
with, In Le Llaman Copla, 6 chairs and a rug are enough to transport the audience through the 
songs in a concert format; at other times, these props set the stage for stories which are enacted 
through song. All of this is laced with choreography, the literary world of Federico García Lorca, 
clapping, flamenco foot-stomping, magic fans and art . . . lots of art. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

About	  La	  Barni	  Teatre	  
 

Marc Sambola, musician and composer, and Marc Vilavella, actor and singer, are the 
artistic directors of La Barni Teatre, which was founded in September, 2006, after the 
opening of its first production, Ojos Verdes: Miguel de Molina In Memorian. It was Marc 
Vilavella’s graduation project for the Institut del Teatre de Barcelona. 

 

After it's premiere, Ojos Verdes. Miguel de Molina In Memoriam was programmed for 
the next two seasons at the Brossa Espai Escènic de Barcelona (September 2007 and 
July 2009), acclaimed by critics and the public alike. They toured throughout Catalunya 
and in July, 2010, opened in Sala Triángulo in Madrid. That same year, the production 
was nominated for five Premios Teatro Musical in the categories of: Best Musical, Best 
Musical Director and Best Stage Director, Best Leadig Actor in a Musical and Best 
Supporting Actor in a Musical; Marc Vilavella and Albert Mora won in the last two 
categories respectively. Ojos Verdes. Miguel de Molina In Memoriam was also 
nominated for the Premios Butaca in 2008 for Best Musical and Best Leading Actor in a 
Musical. In 2011, the production returned to Madrid to perform in the Teatro Fernán 
Gómez and after that during Christmas time was programmed again in Barcelona at La 
Seca Espai-Brossa in 2012 and 2013. 

 

The success of this first production encouraged the company to face a new challenge, 
the creation of a complete musical based on a workshop with five singers, three 
directors, a composer, two playwrights and one critic. The result of this collaboration 
was El Projecte dels Bojos. Una Utopía Musical, which premiered in 2011 in the Almeria 
Teatre in Barcelona. In 2012, it was nominated for the Premios Teatro Musical in the 
categories: Best Stage Director, Best Leading Actress and Best Supporting Actor. 

 

After those first two productions and with various projects on the drawing board, La 
Barni Teatre reaffirms its philosophy of using workshops as the basis for future 
productions. The intention is to establish a direct communication with the audience 
through simple stage proposals which are without superfluous artifice. In order to 
achieve this, La Barni Teatre is committed to the singer and the music as the core of the 
performance, offering every production as an experience for the senses, conscience 
and emotion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The	  Singers	  
 

Marc Vilavella 
 
Graduated in Acting from the Institut del Teatre de Barcelona. Awarded Best Actor in the 
fourth edition of the Premios Teatro Musical for Ojos Verdes, Miguel de Molina in Memoriam 
with La Barni Teatre, of which he is the founder and director. With the same company, he 
also acted in and directed El Projecte dels Bojos, a musical utopia. He has acted under the 
direction of Gemma Beltran with the Dei Furbi Company (Asufre, Homes de Shakespeare, 
Tocata i fuga, Divertimento i Scherzo), Teresa Devant (Pippi Langstrump), Jordi Faura (Ser 
un altre), Paul Garrington (Mamma Mia!), Carlos Veiga (Balansiya) and Joel Joan (Porca 
Misèria). He has taught acting, singing and repertoire and the interpretation of songs and 
Commedia de’ll Arte workshops at schools in Barcelona such as Aules, El Timbal, Tracart 
and Escola Memory, where he is presently the Director of Studies. He was a visiting 
professor at the V Jornadas Formativas de Teatro del Cercle Artístic in Ciutadella  and the III 
edition of  L’Escola de l’Espectador which dealt with Italian theater. He participated in the 
2011 edition of Operación Triunfo as a voice teacher coach and dubs songs in animated 
films. .  
 

 

Gracia Fernández  
 
Studied at Aules in Barcelona 2003 – 2007; her training included: interpretation, singing, 
voice, diction, classical dance, jazz, tap-dancing, Spanish dance, Alexander Technique, 
Pilates, drama theory, Voice Craft and adaptation of lyrics, having studied with teachers such 
as  Julio Manrique, Cristina Genebat, David Selvas and Elena Fortuny. In addition she has 
done complementary workshops focused on the staging and performing of musicals such as 
Into the Woods, Sweeney Todd, Rent and Fràgil. She has also participated in monographic 
courses in the interpretation of Shakespeare, musical language, monologues before the 
camera, Commedia dell’Arte and others. At Escola Memory in Barcelona, she studied 
interpretation, singing, jazz, tap-dancing, classical dance and percussion. She is the co-
founder of marBisho Theater Company, which debuted with Old Records, a musical created 
by Marc Angelet and Jordi Silva. She has performed in McBeth (con queso) written by Marc 
Angelet and De pel.lícula, directed by Daniel Anglès and Santi Arisa’s Band Explosion. She 
has performed in film and television in the short Best Seller by  
Samuel Dámaso as well in different publicity campaigns.  
 
 

Elia Corral 
 
Graduated in interpretation from the Institut del Teatre in Barcelona, majoring in musical 
theater. She has also participated in a wide range of courses such  as Commedia dell’Arte, 
mime and stage combat with Pawel Rouba, clowning, theater of creation, voice and diction, 
physical theater and oriental dance. She studied music, specializing in singing at the Escuela 
de Música de Igualada, the Conservatorio del Bruc in Barcelona and the Taller de Músics, 
with teachers such as M. Dolors Aldea, Àngels Sarroca, Xavi Garriga, Viv Manning y Laura 
Mejía. As an actor, she is a founding member of Dei Furbi (Scherzo, Divertimento, Tocata i 
fuga). She performed in Per molts anys, with l’Oca Underground, La més forta by August 



 
 

 
 

Strindberg, Les tres Bessones i Leonardo Da Vinci with Roseland Musical, Traumnovela, 
Peso Zero y En Pie, both with  Artecreciente, El Projecte Alfa and Els Malvats by Biel Perelló, 
with Viuda de Iguana e hijos, Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew and Genesi... (an idea of 
the European creation collective) with OnStage. She has participated in TV series like 
Ventdelplà and Infidels on TV3 and in the miniseries, La Baronesa on Tele5.  
 
She has performed as a singer in shows such as Anda jaleo jaleo y Venim d’un Silenci with 
Catorzedabril, El Pau y la Maria in concert and is a vocalist with the  Elia PiCas musical 
group. She teaches voice, diction, singing and interpretation at Escola Memory. 
 

 

Nacho Melús 
 
Trained professionally in musical theater at Escola Memory in Barcelona and is a member of 
the Gospel Messengers at the Taller de Músics, the Jamboree Gospel Singers and the 
Gospel Five. He’s studied Sevillanas and Flamenco dance at the Escuela Danses d’Arreu del 
Món. He has performed in musicals such as Hansel and Gretel (Teatro Poliorama), La vida 
de Lorca (Espai Maragall), Classic Cole Porter (L'Auditori) y 1 Altre Musical (Teatreneu). He 
graduated in Publicity and Public Relations from the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelonaand 
the Università degli studi di Firenze. He has worked in various communication agencies and 
has organized different events such as Portfolio Night, NunOFF (Festival de creació 
emergent de Barcelona) and Drac Novell o Bread & Butter. In theater production, he has 
collaborated with the musical  Pegados (2009), directed by Víctor Conde and El Projecte dels 
bojos (2010-2011) by La Barni Teatre. He teaches singing and interpretation to children and 
young adults at Escola Memory, and is a vocal teacher at Gospel Messenger’s College. 
 
 

Ona Pla 
 
Trained professionally in musical theater at Escola Memory and studied music at the Taller 
de Música in Barcelona. She is training in the Meisner Technique and is working toward a 
CMT in Voice Craft. Her early theater performances included Willy Fog directed by Víctor 
Conde, TQ Gospel Show directed by Sonia Rodríguez, ¿Qué?, a musical by Álex Mañas, 
Manu Guix y Ángel Llacer, Hoy no me puedo levantar, written by David Serrano and Cop de 
Rock, produced by Dagoll Dagom. In cinema, her credits include Habitación 21 (prod. 
Boolab) a short directed by Roger Gual and Steve Green, and the miniseries, Barcelona 
Ciudad Neutral (prod. Prodigius Cinema/TVC) under the direction of Sonia Sánchez. Since 
2000 she has worked as a soloist, back-up singer and studio singer in various projects. She 
teaches voice at Escola Memory. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

The	  Musicians	  
 

 

Gerard Alonso  
 
He studied theory and piano with Maite Barrio and harmony, counterpoint and the fugue with 
Conrado Bernuz, profesor of the Conservatorio Superior del Liceo at the Skerzo school of music 
until 2007. At the same time, he was studying Mathematics at the UPC (Universitat Politecnica de 
Catalunya). In 2007 he was admitted to the ESMuC (Escola Superior de Música de Catalunya) in 
the first higher degree piano post, which allowed him to study with Leonid Sintsevy, the Russian 
concert pianist and pedagogue. After his death, he continued with Jordi Masó. Currently, he is 
finishing his studies at the ESMuC and is a piano teacher at l’Antàrtida music school. He performs 
in a number of musical groups: Tangus Quintet, which interprets Ástor Piazzola’s music; in a duo 
with Anaïs Oliveras he plays lied; in a duo with Erik Llerena he plays modern songs; in Blue 
Coconut, a progressive metal group, he composes and plays keyboard. He is the accompanist for 
various choirs and at Escola Memory and has performed with La Barni Teatre in Ojos verdes. 
Miguel de Molina in memoriam. 
 
 
Laia Martí 
 
She began her musical studies at the Conservatorio de Badalona under the direction of Montserrat 
Vallbé and later Paul Cortese; she graduated from the Conservatorio Superior de Música del 
Liceo de Barcelona with the highest honors. Her initial musical studies in the bass, included the 
influence of E. Cantor, K. Steeb, D. Quiggle, B. Pasquier, Cuarteto Ysaÿe y Endellion Cuarteto, 
among others. At 16 she was chosen to take part in the Joven Orquesta Nacional de Cataluña, 
where she participated for five years and then went on to join the Joven Orquesta Nacional de 
España, La International Regiones Symphony Orchestra and the Orquesta de la Academia del 
Gran Teatro del Liceo. In addition, she has been rather busy as a concertist with different 
orchestras such as the Orquesta Sinfónica de Navarra, the Orquesta Sinfónica del Vallés and the 
Junco Filarmonía. Currently she is a full member of the Orquesta Camera Musicae and founding 
member of 4xdo. She entered the  
Institut del Teatre de Barcelona in 2006 where she studied musical theater. She teaches viola at 
the Conservatorio Profesional de Música de Vilaseca (Tarragona). 
 
 
Oriol Mula 
 
He has studied in Barcelona, Orleans and París. Joan Vayreda, Dolors Serra, Salvador Martínez, 
Arlette Biget and Florence Delepine are among the teachers he has had. He has also been an 
active student in courses and master classes offered by such great flautists as Jacques Zoon, 
Emmanuel Pahud, Juliette Hurel and Benoit Fromanger. In 2002 he won the flute competition in 
Avon, France and was a finalist in the standing competition of the Juventudes Musicales de 
España. He is a soloist with the Orquesta Sinfónica de Extremadura and has collaborated with 
numerous orchestras and other musical groups such as the Gran Orquesta del Teatro del Liceo, 
the Orquesta del Palau de les Arts de Valencia and the Orquesta Clásica de Andorra. 
 


